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Cambridge Tree Trials
Data Gathering



Cambridge Tree Trials

TREE RECORDS
— 1,231 individual trees
— Tree record attributes
* Status (dead or alive)
* Height (updated annually)
e Cultural notes

GROWTH RATES
— 7033 measurements taken
— 5315 growth figures

OVERALL RESULTS
— 83% survival
— 18.5” annual growth






Sycamore



Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

LI This tree:
2006: 6 ft tall
2020: 55 ft tall
43” annual growth




Pro Tip:

When Planting...

1 Build soil moat, fill up
two times with water!




Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

Years to shade...
...one Story House: 5
...two Story House: 10




Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

1 This tree:
2006: 5 ft tall
2020: 45 ft tall

34” annual growth

-32 tolerant



Sycamore



Wisconsin State
Champion Sycamore



Baldcypress

Taxodium distichum




Baldcypress

Taxodium distichum

Eight years later...
20 feet high
28" annual growth




Baldcypress

Taxodium distichum

L] This tree:
2006: 3 ft tall
2020: 32 ft tall
24" annual growth




Fall Color Fissured Bark

Baldcypress



“No Rake” Leaves Small Seed Cones

Baldcypress









Elm

Ulmus x

1 This Tree:
2008: 9 feet
2020: 38 feet
Annual Growth: 29”




Shiny Leaves Bark

Elm



‘Morton Glossy’ ‘Frontier’

Elm Fall Color



Kentucky
Coffeetree



Kentucky
Coffeetree

Gymnocladus dioicus

| Open, airy form allows
grass to thrive!

Wisconsin Native

Grows anywhere except
swamps!



Ornamental Bark Purple Seed Pods

Kentucky Coffeetree



Early Summer Flowers Summer Leaves

Kentucky Coffeetree



Kentucky
Coffeetree

Gymnocladus dioicus

| Yellow Fall Color
Tough!
Annual Growth:

15” poor sites
26" good sites






Sweetgum

Liquidamber styraciflua

Hardy Cultivars:
‘Moraine’
‘Worplesdon’

Annual Growth:
Overall: 17”
Better Soils: 24”



Ornamental Bark Glossy, Disease Free Leaves

Sweetgum



Seed Pods Form

Sweetgum



Igels




River Birch

Betula nigra

Wisconsin Native

Habitat: flood plains




River Birch

Betula nigra

Tough

Fast Growth:
Overall: 32” annually
Better Soils: 38"




Dawn
Redwood

Metasequoia glytostroboides

Annual Growth:
18" overall
24-36” on good sites



Dawn Redwood



“No Rake” Leaves Small Seed Cone

Dawn Redwood



Red Oak

Native




Red Oak

Long Lived

Canopy Tree




Red Oak

Quercus rubra

Annual Growth:
Shade: 8”
Sun: 20”

1 Fall Color



Catalpa

Catalpa speciosa

Orchid-Like Flowers




Tropical Looking Leaves Seed Pods

Catalpa



Catalpa

Catalpa speciosa

Extremely Tough!

Annual Growth: 28"




Buckeye &
Horsechestnut

Aesculus spp.

99% survival:
67 of 68 alive

Ohio Buckeye Flowers




Red Buckeye

Aesculus pavia

18” annual growth




Common
Horsechestnut

Aesculus hippocastanum

12" annual growth




Ohio Buckeyes S

Buckeye / Horsechestnut



American
Chestnut

Castenea dentata




Red
Horsechestnut

Aesculus xcarnea

| This tree’s growth
2006: 4 ft tall
2020: 23 ft tall

16" annually (with water and mulch)




Tuliptree

Liriondendron tuliperfera

Planted 2006: 7 ft. tall




Tuliptree

Liriondendron tuliperfera

2013: 24 ft. tall




Tuliptree

Liriondendron tuliperfera

] 2018: 37 ft. tall

Annual Growth: 32”




Tuliptree

Liriondendron tuliperfera

Early summer flowers




Tuliptree

Liriondendron tuliperfera

Fall Color




American Beech



American Beech



American
Beech

Fagus grandifolia




American
Beech

Fagus grandifolia




Katsuratree

Cercidiphylum japonicum




Katsuratree

Cercidiphylum japonicum

Juvenile Growth Rate:
2-3 ft. annually

1 This tree:
2006: 8 ft. tall
2020: 29 ft. tall
Annual Growth: 29”

Drought Intolerant (when
young)




Katsuratree

Cercidiphylum japonicum

Juvenile Growth Rate:
2-3 ft. annually

Shade Tolerant



Katsuratree

Cercidiphylum japonicum

Ornamental Bark




Katsuratree

Cercidiphylum japonicum

Fall Color




jay@cambridgetreeproject.org 608-513-1977



