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Some Context for Our Discussion

Data Uses:

• Stimulate discussion;

• Affirm or challenge current 
perceptions;

• Identify local strengths and 
weaknesses;

• Recognize and prepare for 
change.

Data Considerations: 

• Looking for patterns, not a 
single answer;

• More concerned with trends 
than precision;

• Focus more attention on 
comparing figures rather than 
ranking them.
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Data Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and U.S. Census Bureau
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Data Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and U.S. Census Bureau
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Average Household Sizes are Declining…
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Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Shifting Demographics – Change in Population Age 25 to 34 has been 
(and is projected to be) Mixed in Southeastern Wisconsin…
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Shifting Demographics - Growth in Population Age 65 and Over 
is Projected to Continue…
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Data Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
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How have Components of Population Change Shifted Since the Pandemic?
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Occupation Employment Mean Annual Wage
Qualified Home 

Purchase Price

All Occupations 44,390 $52,940 $152,753 

Production 6,110 $48,290 $140,348 

Food Preparation and Serving Related 5,600 $31,540 $95,598 

Office and Administrative Support 4,560 $47,040 $136,971 

Sales and Related 4,270 $46,290 $134,905 

Transportation and Material Moving 3,940 $43,500 $127,521 

Educational Instruction and Library 2,990 $56,400 $161,948 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 1,920 $57,320 $164,361 

Management 1,860 $119,760 $331,126 

Healthcare Support 1,840 $37,590 $111,673 

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance 1,800 $38,380 $113,900 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 1,770 $93,770 $261,776 

Construction and Extraction 1,670 $58,570 $167,773 

Business and Financial Operations 1,620 $74,680 $210,828 

Personal Care and Service 1,010 $34,120 $102,504 

Protective Service 880 $59,020 $168,955 

Walworth County Average Wage by Occupation and Home Purchase Perspectives – 
15 Largest Occupation Categories by Total Employment 

Data Source: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development – Purchase Price Qualified based on mean annual wages, 30-year mortgage at 6.5%, 1.8% property tax, 0.2% home insurance and $15,000 cash on hand 
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Despite Growing Home Ownership Costs, Southeastern Wisconsin has 
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Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey
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Occupation Employment Mean Annual Wage Monthly Rent to 
Remain Below 30%

All Occupations 44,390 $52,940 $1,319 

Production 6,110 $48,290 $1,203 

Food Preparation and Serving Related 5,600 $31,540 $786 

Office and Administrative Support 4,560 $47,040 $1,172 

Sales and Related 4,270 $46,290 $1,153 

Transportation and Material Moving 3,940 $43,500 $1,084 

Educational Instruction and Library 2,990 $56,400 $1,405 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 1,920 $57,320 $1,428 

Management 1,860 $119,760 $2,984 

Healthcare Support 1,840 $37,590 $937 

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance 1,800 $38,380 $956 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 1,770 $93,770 $2,336 

Construction and Extraction 1,670 $58,570 $1,459 

Business and Financial Operations 1,620 $74,680 $1,861 

Personal Care and Service 1,010 $34,120 $850 

Protective Service 880 $59,020 $1,471 

Walworth County Average Wage by Occupation and Rental Cost Perspectives – 
15 Largest Occupation Categories by Total Employment 

Data Source: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development



March 2026 is 49.3% 
higher than March 2020
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Construction Employment has Returned to Pre-Great Recession Levels…
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Percent of Employees Age 55 and Over 1991 to 2024 (Four Quarter Moving Average)

All Industries
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Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau LEHD

Construction Employees Continue to Age, but the Industry has a Lower-than-
Average Share of Workers Age 55 and Over…
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41Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Wisconsin Department of Administration



42Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Wisconsin Department of Administration



What About AI and Construction Occupations? A Task-based Approach 
to Measuring Employment Exposure to AI

For a given job, AI exposure reflects: 

1) What tasks does the job entail?

2) Of those tasks, which could be 
performed by AI?

For purposes of this analysis, we rely 
on AI task exposure as estimated by 
Eloundou et al. (2024).

Task-based approaches to examining technological changes are common. Examples include Autor, Levy and Murnane (2003), Frey and Osborne (2017), Acemoglu and 

Restrepo (2019), Webb (2020), Felten, Raj and Seamans (2018, 2021, 2023) among others.

AI
Exposure

Tasks done 
by a worker

Tasks AI 
can do

High levels of AI Exposure does not Mean Job Replacement!



Most Common Construction Occupations in Wisconsin – Task Exposure to AI

Occupation
Total Employment 

(2024)
Annual 

Median Wage
AI Task 

Exposure

Construction Laborers 19,220 $51,980 5.0%

Carpenters 15,330 $60,390 14.4%

First-Line Supervisors of Construction Trades & Extraction Workers 13,160 $81,460 41.7%

Electricians 12,630 $75,090 14.6%

Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitters 9,120 $78,510 7.5%

Operating Engineers and Other Construction Equipment Operators 8,320 $72,650 5.4%

Cement Masons and Concrete Finishers 4,570 $63,490 0.0%

Painters, Construction and Maintenance 3,430 $50,020 5.7%

Sheet Metal Workers 2,990 $75,970 6.6%

Roofers 2,030 $49,690 4.0%

Paving, Surfacing, and Tamping Equipment Operators 1,480 $79,440 0.0%

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 1,440 $57,990 4.2%

Construction and Building Inspectors 1,200 $70,700 33.4%

Helpers--Electricians 1,130 $45,750 2.4%

Brickmasons and Blockmasons 790 $78,700 3.8%

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Eloundou (2024), and Author’s Calculations
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56 Administrative and Support and Waste Management and…
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62 Health Care and Social Assistance
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53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

92 Public Administration
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55 Management of Companies and Enterprises

54 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services

51 Information

52 Finance and Insurance

Industry Sector Average LLM Task Exposure – Based on Industry-Occupation Matrices (2024) 

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Eloundou (2024), and Author’s Calculations



For More Information

Matt Kures

Community Economic Development Specialist and Researcher

Community Development Institute

Division of Extension

University of Wisconsin-Madison

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/

3500 University Ave, Madison, WI 53705

Phone  608-265-8258     matthew.kures@wisc.edu

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/
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